Auditory brainstem response in auditory assessment of acute severely burned children.
The burn population often requires ototoxic drugs in the treatment of infection. Previous investigations indicate that cochlear damage and auditory impairment may result from this medical therapy. In recent years, the auditory brainstem response (ABR) has assumed an important role in pediatric auditory assessment. We describe a test protocol for ABR assessment in the severely burned child. In a series of 69 acute severely burned children, 13% showed evidence of auditory deficit by the ABR. Based on our experiences, we recommend the inclusion of routine auditory evaluations, including ABR, in the diagnosis and rehabilitation of these children.